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so constantly upon the " Examiner,"1 a paper writ with plain
sense, and in a tolerable style, have made so little improve-
ment. I am sure it would have fallen out quite otherwise
with me; for, by what I have seen of their performances
(and I am credibly informed they are all of a piece) if I had
perused them till now, I should have been fit for little but
to make an advocate in the same cause.

You, Sir, perhaps will wonder, as most others do, what
end these angry folks propose, in writing perpetually against
the " Examiner ": it is not to beget a better opinion of the
late ministry, or with any hope to convince the world that I
am in the wrong in any one fact I relate; they know all
that to be lost labour; and yet their design is important
enough : they would fain provoke me by all sort of methods,
within the length of their capacity, to answer their papers;
which would render mine wholly useless to the public; for
if it once came to rejoinder and reply, we should be all upon
a level, and then their work would be done.

There is one gentleman indeed, who has written three
smalkpamphlets upon " the Management of the War/3 and
" the Treaty of Peace :"2 These I had intended to have be-
stowed a paper in Examining^ and could easily have made
it appear, that whatever he says of truth, relates nothing at
all to the evils we complain of, or controls one syllable of

1 " The Medley " treated " The Examiner " with scant courtesy, and
never failed to cast ridicule on its work. In No. 21 (February igth,
1711) the writer says : " No man of common sense ever thought any
body wrote the paper but Abel Roper, or some of his allies, there being
not one quality in * The Examiner' which Abel has not eminently dis-
tinguished himself by since he set up for a political writer. 'Tis true,
Abel is the more modest of the two, and it never entered into his head
to say, as my friend does of his paper, * 'Tis writ with plain sense and
in a tolerable style.'" In No. 23 (March 5th) he says: "There is
indeed a great resemblance between his brother Abel and himself; and
I find a great dispute among the party, to which of them to give the
preference. They are both news writers, as they utter things which
no body ever heard ofbut from their papers "

Abel Roper conducted the Tory paper called " The Post Boy." (See
note on p. 290 of vol. v. of present edition.) [T. S.]

* Two of these pamphlets were already referred to in a postscript to
No. 24 of " The Examiner" (see note, p. 151). The third was "The
Negociations for a Treaty of Peace, in 1709. Consider'd, In a Third
Letter to a Tory-Member. Part the First." Dated December 22nd,
1710, The " Fourth Letter " was dated January loth, 17$$. [T, S.]